Eliza Bella Duncan

Newspaper Articles from the Aberdeenshire Press & Journal and Turriff Advertiser on Eliza Bella Duncan nee

Gammie b.1892 — d.1994 reaching 100 years old on the 1st April 1992

A ::r'; on: Auchterless woman Eliza Duncan
celebrates her 100th birthday with daughter-in-law, Turriff
pianist Margaret Duncan and staff nurse Anne Dutfus.

QUEEN VYictoria was on the
threne, the Forth Bridge had
not long been opened and
neither the dissel angine nor
the cinema had yel bean
invented.

But it was the year when local
woman Eliza Duncan first made
her appaarance.

For the grand old lady of
Auchterless this woek celebrated
her 100th birthday.

And the occasion was greated
in styla when the former farmer's
wile - surrounded by an array of
floral tributes - receivad a
telegram from the Queen before
enjoying a family party and
concert at the Badenscoth
MNursing Homa.

The day was all the more
memorable with a specially tmed
visit by her grand-daughter
Maureen Duthie from her homa
in Saudi Arabia.

Born in Grange, Mrs Duncan
has lived most of her fife in the
Cuminestown area where she
farmed at Sealscrook, with her
late husband Harry, for many
years before ratiring to the

village.
She moved to Turrifi’s Erroll
Court sheltered housing

development in 1875 whera she
stayed for eight years.

The sprightly old lady - who
boasts 10 grandchildren and 11
great grandchildren revealed: |
wis gaan aboot dee'n my ain
hoose wark until | wis 85."

And she puts her longevily
down to plain hard work and

voton to lamily.

100 years young - Eliza
her century

*Haird wark nivvar killed
onybody, and I've hid plenty o’it”
she told the Advertiser.

She added with a laugh: “I've
nivver hid a holiday in my life.

‘| @ence went to Edinburgh but
| wis soon needing hame.

She recalled: *| grew up in a
thacket hoose - een o' a faemiy
o’ nine.

"I baked my first plece fin | wis
11. Mony o the quines today
canna e'en bake.

“At Sealscrook, in the spring |
warked from sax in the mormin’ &l

ten at nicht tendin’ the deuks, |

turkeys and the like.

“The only time ya got a res!
wis fin ye milked the coo.”

And her hundred years have
witnessed many vast changes in
rural Aberdasnshing.

Of greatest note, she said was
the disappearance of the horse,
plough and binder and the
advent of the tractor and
combineg harvaster.

The decline of
fortunes has also
significant.

*Back then the bigger fairmers’
wives hid twae maids. Now they
hiv to wark themsalves.

*An’ we nivwer hid carpets. [t
wis jist stean fleers - Nean o’
today’s ories,” she said

Sull mobile and able to read at
spead without the aid of
spoctacias, the lively centenarian
was asked how she kept going?

“If ye nivver stop, ye hanna tae
bagin!® she replied
phalosophically.

farming
bean
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Mrs Judith Munro and Turriff

Community Council chairman Mr James Dawson,

It’s party time for Eliza (100)

The sprightly Auchterless
centenarian had a party in the
afternoon — and another in the

Queen, Mrs Duncan was pre-
sented with a pot plant by

nity Council chairman Mr
James Dawson.

Staff at Badenscoth Nursing
Home, where she stays, organ-
ised a special Highland concert
and Invited North-east broad-

when she




